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statements, one or two trivial, others more serious?
Many say that he consciously lied i others maintain that
he told the truth plus his own irregular way of doing so,
laying more stress on sentiment than on fact (a very vague
way of putting it) j and others frankly state their belief
that he wrote in all sincerity, This question of Shelley's
veracity in small matters will perhaps never be satisfac-
torily settled. Professor Powden's remarks on this sub-
ject are so much to the point that I quote a portion of
them, He " was one of those men for whom the hard
outline of facts in their own individual history has little
fixity j whose footsteps are for ever followed and over-
flowed by the wave of oblivion; who remember with
extraordinary tenacity the sentiment of times and of
places, but lose the framework of circumstance in which
the ientiment was setj and who, in reconstructing an
image of the past, often unconsciously supply links and
lines upon the suggestion of that sentiment or emotion
which is for them the essential reality, There are not a
few persons who from their own experience can vouch
for the existence of auch transforming powers of recollec-
tion | their lives have been for them a train of emotions
and ideas rather than of events, and in recalling foregone
events an involuntary artistic instinct is at work, uncon-
sciously adapting circumstance to feelings by the aid of
a winnowing wind of desire astir amid the mobile cloud-
land of the past," This is in every way the most satisfac-
tory aspect of the question, and as likely as not is the
most just

If either Godwin or Shelley could have foreseen all
that was to indirectly happen from this correspondence !

6oung fellowss, and explained what thisile at Oxford Shelley kept up a varied .correspon-1 can
